TRENDS IN NEW SOUTH WALES
PLURALITY
Health area of residence
In 2005, the largest number of births occurred in the Sydney South West Area, followed by Sydney West and South Eastern Sydney & Illawarra Areas (Table 2) 
Duration of pregnancy at fi rst antenatal visit
Since 2001, the proportion of mothers starting antenatal care at 20-plus weeks gestation has declined slightly from 12.9 to 11.4 per cent (Table 7) . 
DURATION OF PREGNANCY AT FIRST ANTENATAL VISIT

Previous pregnancies
In recent years there were no substantial changes in the reported number of previous pregnancies greater than 20 weeks gestation ( per cent, while the proportion of mothers giving birth to a second to fi fth baby has been stable at about 56 to 57 per cent. Less than 2 per cent of mothers have previously given birth 5 times or more.
Maternal Aboriginality
The 
Place of birth
In 2005, the majority of mothers planned to give birth in a hospital labour ward, and 3.3 per cent of mothers planned to give birth in a birth centre ( 
Labour
The rate of spontaneous onset of labour fell from 62. (Table 12 ). The caesarean section rate increased from 23.6 to 28.1 per cent. The rate of instrumental delivery remained steady at 10 to 11 per cent, accompanied by a change in the pattern of instrumental delivery: the rate of vacuum extraction rose from 6.5 to 7.1 per cent and the rate of forceps delivery declined from 4.0 to 3.1 per cent.
MATERNAL HEALTH INSURANCE STATUS BY TYPE OF DELIVERY, NSW 2000-2004
Insurance Operative and instrumental deliveries are more common among privately than publicly insured mothers ( TABLE 20   TABLE 19 Maternal deaths
In the period 1990-2004, 155 deaths were reported among pregnant women or women who gave birth less than 6 weeks previously. The number of maternal deaths per year has gradually declined with less than 10 deaths reported per year since 2001. These reductions have occurred across all three categories of cause of death: deaths that are directly related to pregnancy or its management; deaths that result from pre-existing disease or disease that developed during pregnancy (not due to direct obstetric causes) but which may have been aggravated by the physiologic effects of pregnancy; and deaths due to incidental causes (Table  19) . Table 20 shows maternal deaths by cause in NSW for 2004.
